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John Evans is a Professor of Solid State Chemistry at Durham University, and was Head of 

Department from2009 to 2014. His research interests are in the synthesis and properties of (mainly) 

inorganic materials, their structural chemistry, and their real-world applications. He has worked, 

inter alia, on negative thermal expansion, symmetry properties of phase transitions, new 

oxychalcogenides, and energy-related materials, often using in-situ or operando powder diffraction 

methods.  He has a long-standing interest in developing and applying powder diffraction methods, 

maintains the jEdit interface to the TOPAS Rietveld software, and distributes Rietveld training 

packages used by 1000s of researchers worldwide (e.g. via https://topas.awh.durham.ac.uk/, 

https://topas.awh.durham.ac.uk/flarum/public/ and YouTube @johnevansstructuralscience4018). 

He is co-author of a 2018 textbook on Rietveld Refinement and a 2021 textbook on “Solid State 

Materials Chemistry”.  He has worked closely with several synchrotron and neutron facilities around 

the world. 
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